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Rod Frankel

This is the time of year when the temperature soars and
drags the humidity right along with it. It’s hot, humid and
it’s easy to be a little lazy. This is the period referred to as
the “dog days of summer”.

Over the past several weeks I’ve had the good fortune to
visit Occoneechee Council’s Camp Durant on multiple
occasions. I’ve watched and spoken with the campers, the
leaders and the staff ..... there is no evidence of the “dog
days of summer” at Camp Durant!

The Scouting Spirit encompasses the entire camp. Boys
are excited to see examples of North Carolina’s native
wildlife at the Ecology Hut and to learn about the species
of plants and animals on exhibit there. The Aquatics Area
is always buzzing with activities that vary from the Mile
Swim to the Huck Finn Raft Race. Campers and leaders
enjoy the daily opportunity to cool off in Lake Nello Teer.

The buffet lines in the Dining Hall move quickly and the
staff is polite and is always asking if everyone got enough
to eat. I’ve overheard the comments of both Scouts and
Scouters — the food this year is fantastic and the portions
are huge! The Handicrafts Lodge has some great ways for

the boys to express their creativity. The interest and the
participation have been strong all summer long.

The younger Scouts have been increasing their outdoor
skills with the Trailblazer Program. Older Scouts are
deeply involved in a variety of merit badges and some of
the boys are on the trail to Eagle.

Camp Durant is removed from the day-to-day world of
media, technology and electronic communication. This
type of environment provides a significant opportunity for
growth among young men. Time seems to take on a
different meaning when the day isn’t filled with television,
radio, video games, and visits to the mall or the arcade.
Adults are also similarly affected when they can escape the
constant phone calls, traffic, and demanding work
schedules. This is the starting place for change.

Summer camp is a unique place to concentrate on the best
part of Scouting — outdoor programs — and to live it not just
for a weekend, but for a full week.

The renowned research group, Harris Interactive, studied
the impact of summer camp in the lives of Boy Scouts,
Scout leaders, and the parents of Scouts. The researchers
concluded that within a typical six days at a Boy Scout
summer camp, boys are in an environment that
comprehensively provides them with the critical elements
of healthy youth development and preparation for
adulthood.

The improvements to the facilities, program and staff at
Camp Durant this year have drawn rave reviews. Certain
weeks are already filling up for the summer of 2009 when
the new Grand Lodge Dining Hall will be operational. Be
sure your unit, your son, and yourself are taking advantage
of the pristine beauty of Occoneechee Council’s Camp
Durant by reserving your place for next year. In our
council, there are no “dog days of summer”.



