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Key 3 Message

“The President’s Column”

Dan Bryson — Council President

Raleigh’s First Boy Scout Troop

“In a word, our organization stands against the use of profanity and cigarette
smoking and other habits peculiar to boys at this age.” said Scoutmaster
E.R. Carroll in a January 1913 letter to a supporter in Wake Forest. As most
of you know, the Boy Scouts of America was chartered by Congress in 1910
and had spread to this area in a very short time!

In an earlier letter from 1912, as the Scouting movement caught on in
Raleigh, Carroll wrote to the National headquarters in New York City,
“Please send us [a] half dozen ‘Boy Scouts of America [handbooks].” Let
them come quick.” E.R. Carroll was the first Scoutmaster of the first Boy
Scout troop in Raleigh and my recent review of his collection of papers in
the NC archives provided a fascinating insight into Scouting’s early years in
our area.

In a letter dated December 28, 1912, Carroll
ordered ten uniforms with this admonition, [w]e
are anxious for these boys to have their Uniforms
by the 10" of January, as we are anxious to have
them in the Governor’s Inaugural parade.” The
uniforms must have arrived in time. The
photograph with this article is inscribed on the
back “Inaugural parade in January 1913 for
Governor Craig-1* Scout Band ever in Raleigh,
E.R. Carroll Scoutmaster, 1* Scoutmaster in
N.C.” The troop was photographed in front of
the old Yarbourgh Hotel in Raleigh, which I'm
told burned down in the 1920’s.

In an amazing letter dated November 12, 1913,
the National Deputy Field Scout Commissioner
refused to forward merit badges that Carroll had
requested because “you have not a Local
Council, you can, therefore, have no Local Court
of Honor. The only thing that can be done is to
organize an Examining Committee.”

Sometime later in a letter dated July 2, 1914,
Chief Scout Executive James E. West sent to
Carroll “under separate cover a Scout Master’s
certificate made out to yourself” and “certificates
for the twenty-five boys whose names and fees
you have sent us.” West then went on to
profusely apologize for having not sent the
certificates sooner.

It appears that Carroll died unexpectedly in 1918
in a flu epidemic. At his funeral the following
was said: “August 1912 Ernest R. Carroll
received his certificate as official Scout Master
but long before that he had served in that
capacity working late and early to show the
people of Raleigh their opportunity in helping
the boys to be the men they could and should be.
He never counted the cost, labor or time in trying
to establish the Scouts.”
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